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the gentleman, who, as I said, singled me out for
Ms companion in the winter before; and he came
down again with another gentleman in his company
and two servants, and lodged in the same house; I
suspected that my landlady had invited him thither,
letting him know that I was still with her, but she
denied it.

In a word, this gentleman came down and con-
tinued to single me out for his peculiar confidence;
he was a complete gentleman, that must be confessed,
and his company was agreeable to me, as mine, if
I might believe him, was to him; he made no pro-
fessions to me but of an extraordinary respect, and
lie had such an opinion of my virtue, that, as he often
professed, he believed, if he should offer anything
else, I should reject him with contempt; he soon
understood from me that I was a widow, that I had
arrived at Bristol from Virginia by the last ships;
and that I waited at Bath till the next Virginia
fleet should arrive, by which I expected considerable
effects; I understood by him, that he had a wife,
but that the lady was distempered in her head, and
was under the conduct of her own relations, which
he consented to, to avoid any reflection that might
be cast upon him for mismanaging her cure; and
in the mean time he came to Bath to divert his
thoughts under such a melancholy circumstance.

My landlady, who of her own accord encouraged
the correspondence on all occasions, gave me an
advantageous character of him, as of a man of honour
and of virtue, as well as of a great estate; and indeed
I had reason to say so of him too, for though we
lodged both on a floor, and he had frequently come
into my chamber, even when I was in bed, and I
also into his, yet he never offered anything to me
further than a kiss, or so much as solicited me to
anything till long after, as you shall hear.